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2-5 FA Secures, Reopens Al Anbar University

Story by
Sgt. Danny C. Matrtin Jr.
350th MPAD

AR RAMADI, Irag- What was once a
haven for education was turned into a free-
for-all for looters. Anything and every-
thing was available to be taken, destroyed
and in some cases both. But in roughly the
span of one month, things have been
reversed.

Al Anbar University was closed to the
public due to the efforts of Coalition
Forces in removing the Baath Party and
the former regime led by Saddam Hussein.
Although the university was | eft unscathed
by the Coalition Forces who came through
the area, once these forces were gone,
heavy looting and destruction began.

Members of the 2nd Battalion, 5th Field
Artillery Regiment, from Fort Sill, Okla,,
have taken on the task of securing the uni-
versity and aiding in its rguvenation to its
origina state.

"My job here is to provide a safe envi-
ronment at this university so teachers and
students can return and continue classes,"
said Lt. Col. Bob Bridgford, the comman-
der of 2-5 FA.

The group, which arrived at the univer-
sity in the first days of this month, has
based themsdlves inside the university.
Shortly after their arrival, 2-5 FA had
begun its mission by securing the universi-
ty from looters. They then met with mem-
bers of the faculty and administration, and

VOTING--- An Iragi woman casts her vote dur-
ing the university elections.

continued by clearing the buildings of
debris.

One of the direct results of the presence
of 2-5 FA isthat faculty membersand fam-
ilies were able to return to the university.
As more and more faculty came back to
work, they contacted the students and their
families to inform them of the security
there, encouraging them to return.

The Coalition maintained its goal isto
bring Iraq a stable, democratic govern-
ment. The backbone of ademocratic struc-
ture is the ability of the people to voice
their opinion and vote. The university has
begun using these principles with the elec-
tion of school officials, not just for Al
Anbar Univergty, but for nine other insti-
tutions as well.

U.S. representatives met with members
of theleadership of universitiesin Irag, |et-
ting them know about the elections.

"Thisis one of thefirst democratic pro-
cesses Irag has had,” said Bridgford.

One of the provisions of the election
was that Bridgford wanted no invol vement
of soldiers in the vote, thus ensuring the
vote was made by an Iragi with no outside
influence.

"We just wanted to provide a secure
environment to conduct the eections,”
said Bridgford.

With people now flowing through the
university streets and faculty returning to
work, ancther task is being done by some
members of the 66th Military Intelligence
Battalion.

Peoplewere encouraged to
step to atable and fill out one
of two declarations. One was
declaring that the individual
has never been and never will
be a member of the Baath
Party. The other declared that
the individual was once a
Baath Party member, yet
now denounces the party and
his or her affiliation with
Saddam Hussein and his
views.

Whether it is the security
of the area, the faculty and
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STANDING WATCH--- A soldier with
2-5 FA watches a crowd of students
and staff members during the elec-
tions.

students, or the ssimple right to vote, these
tasks all fall onto the shoulders of 2-5 FA
and those attached. The leadership has
completefaith in the soldiersand their pro-
fessionalism, according to Bridgford.

"So much has been accomplished by
this group,” Bridgford commented. “ There
isalot moreto be done, but we have made
agood start.”
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Muleskinners Make New Home in MiG Graveyard

Story and photos
By Spc. Joe Niesen
350th MPAD

AL ASAD AIR BASE, Irag- The 3d
Armored Cavalry Regiment has estab-
lished several posts throughout their area
of responsibility in northern Irag. They
have created places for soldiersto live and
work in areas ranging from abandoned
train depots to former palaces. However,
none are as vast and impressive as the
facilities at the abandoned Iragi air basein
Al Asad.

The facility, built in 1984 at a cost of
amost $2 hillion, was once regarded as
one of the top military facilities in the

readiness and ingenuity of the
3d ACR. They have estab-
lished aworking field surgical
team (FST), water purification
area and various motor pools
in short working order. This
comes as little surprise con-
sidering the resourceful ness of
the 3d ACR's support branch-
es that make up the vast
majority of the troops at the
facility.

"We are very diverse here.
There is a lot more than just
trucks,"  explains  Capt.
Andrew Mack, the support
sguadron personnd officer.
He is very proud of

GOOD THINKING--- Using available resources
creatively, soldiers here have turned a swimming

pool into a water treatment area.
country. Located literally between a rock
and a hard place, the sandy grounds that
blend with the surrounding desert were
once lush with greenery.

The facility, in its prime, supported the
troops stationed there with everything
from barracks and standard work stations
to indoor and outdoor pools and a movie
theater.

Lining theroad leading into Al Asad are
the remnants of Irag's air power. Soviet
MiG aircraft lie half buried in the sand, in
an attempt to hide their numbers from
Coalition Forces. Throughout the expan-
sive base, members of the 3d ACR have
discovered weapons caches and equipment
abandoned when the Iraqi soldiers left the
grounds.

The base is also a testament to the

the facilities and troops
located on the air base.
The base currently runs
convoys 24 hours a day
and manages every level
of vehicle and troop
mai ntenance.

The maintenance
facilities can handle
everything from small
arms repair to complete
engine overhauls for all
of the vehicles used by
the 3d ACR.

"We can handle
amost anything here in
one shot, one kill," said
Mack.

Two of the operations underway which
have received the most
attention by the 3d ACR at
theair base arethe FST and
water treatment efforts.

The FST is the hub for
all of the medical units
deployed with the 3d ACR.
At the base, they can han-
die the dightest sick-call
cases to major surgery.
They have a team of spe-
cialistsready totreat every-
thing from gunshot wounds
to extreme dehydration.

The hospital also is
responsible for distributing
medicine and equipment

HOME--- Al Asad Air Base is home for many of
the 3d ACR’s Muleskinner elements.

tothelocal population through Army Civil
Affairs.

“We do whatever we can to help out
here, it's part of the job," said 1st Sgt. Ly
Lac, with the 3d ACR FST.

The water treatment facility is a prime
example of soldiers adapting to their sur-
roundings and using whatever resources
they find.

Located in an Olympic-size outdoor
swimming pool, a group of military
reverse osmosis water purification units
work night and day to filter thousands of
gallons of water. These machines are capa-
ble of producing enough clean, potable
water for al of the soldiers and civilians
located on the base.

The 3d ACR has proven its ahility to
make the most of any situation and ensure
the best possible support exists not only
for its equipment, but also for its troopers.

TRANSFORMED--- Once a storage area for air-
craft parts, this deserted administration building
is now Muleskinner headquarters.
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Iraqi Employees Get Paid in Al Qa’'im

Story and photo
By Spc. Justin Carmack
350th MPAD

AL QA'IM, Irag- Coalition Forces have
begun the process of helping the Iragi peo-
ple as the war moves toward humanitarian
operations. On May 19, Tiger Sgquadron
and its supporting eements distributed
money to local chief financial officers
(CFOs) at several locationsin the area.

After receiving the funds from U.S.
forces the CFOs distributed money to the
government employees of Al Qa'im.

The money distributed to the CFOs was
gathered the day before by U.S. soldiers
from local banks.

The banks housed Iragi federal funds
which were normally used to pay the gov-
ernment workers. The next day, fundswere
taken to distribution points within the city.

"We are hoping to boost their economy
by putting money in their hands,” said Sgt.
1st Class Alan Johnson of Tiger Squadron.
"Were giving money to the CFOs so they
can distribute it to the people that work for
them.”

Johnson added it was a priority for citi-
zens to get paid by the CFOs, who are

local representatives,and not by the U.S.
forces.

Many changes quickly occurred in Iraq
after the war dtarted. Immediately the
value of the Iragi dinar bottomed out.
Local economies were unstable, and the
future became uncertain.

Citizens did not receive paychecks or
rewards for their labor. Many people com-
pletely stopped going to work because
they were not receiving compensation for
their efforts. Government workers, to
include teachers, police officers and fire
fighters, were among those who stopped
working.

"We distributed funds to various gov-
ernment agencies working for the Iraqi
government,” said Capt. Benjamin
Ambrose of Tiger Squadron. "We're giv-
ing them the money they normally would
have received."

"The people had not received a pay-
check in weeks or months so they were
happy to see us," said Johnson

"Well see how the economy and the
people are affected by the distribution of
these funds,” added Ambrose. "After we
run our patrols we should be able to find
out the effects.”

PAYDAY--- Capt.
Ambrose, with Tiger

Benjamin
Squadron,
counts money for distribution to
Iraqi government employees during
a distribution project in Al Qa’im.

Regimental Reflections- A Convoy Perspective

For the LORD watches over the path of the godly, but the path of the wicked leads to destruction. (Psalm 1:6, NLT)

It has been a hard week for the Regiment. Soldiers have made the ultimate sacrifice as they have been out conducting

missions. Some have asked, "What's God's take on all this?' | wouldn't presume to speak for God, so Psalm 1.6 tellsus
that He watches over the paths of the godly. It is a mistake to think that those who perished were somehow 'not protect-
ed'- that's absolute nonsense. Each day given to usis God's absol ute gracious gift. The Scriptures give us a peek behind
eternity and gives us a view of life and beyond. They give us God's perspective. It’'slike being in a convoy on the road
versus being in a helicopter. From the helicopter you can see for miles. And God has bound Himself, in covenant, to
those who have faith in Him to watch over their entire lives however long or short they may be. Should they perish
sooner, rather than later, that is not the end of their existence but the beginning of eternity.

But the lifestyle of the wicked will |ead to destruction. Sometimes bad people seem to get away with acts of violence,
but only if you have a convoy perspective. If their own involvement in acts of terrorism and violence don't self-destruct
them God hasn't said "whoops,” or dropped the ball. He is the ultimate judge before who all will stand. For those who've
trusted in Him it will be a delight to meet him, face to face, as it were. For those who haven't, they will wish the rocks
would fall on them to hide them from God (Rev.6:16).

So this week we will weep with those who weep and grieve with them. However take comfort from the eternal view
and not a convoy perspective.

-Chaplain (MAJ) Christopher A. Faria
Regimental Chaplain
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The Mosque:

Story and photos
By Sgt. 1st Class Keith D. O’Donnell
350th MPAD

AL ASAD AIR BASE, Irag-In some circles people still debate if
the Codlition actions in Iraq were conquest or liberation. For
many, it isnot a matter that can be resolved with facts alone, but
with fedlings and beliefs. The 3d Armored Calvary Regiment
here in western Iraq is attempting to influence those beliefs with
a show of respect.

When cultures clashed in days of old, one sign of victory was
the destruction of cultural icons. Perhaps no single item repre-
sents the Arab Idlamic culture more than the Mosque. A visible
sign of their faith, the mosque stands in prominence wherever
Mudims are found.

Here, this sign of faith has another sign hanging on its gate.
"Unauthorized entry into this facility is prohibited. Personnel
entering this facility without authorization will be disciplined. By
order of the Commander."

From the start of this conflict, the U.S. government has gone
to great lengths to state this is not a war on Idam. Here the 3d
ACR isdriving that point home.

At amovie theater down the road where Chrigtian servicesare
held, Captain Steven Firtko, a chaplain with the3d ACR explains,
"When we arrived about a week ago the Mosgue was open and
had been looted by local nationals." He said that they immediate-
ly secured the facility and placed it off limitsto all Coalition sol-
diers.

Firtko said, "The goal isto preserve and protect the sanctity of
the Mosque so it can be returned to local people.”

Asked if at any point the Mosque was considered for use asthe
base chapd, the answer was a resounding "no!" Captain Firtko
explained that the preservation of the mosque was a sign of
respect to the faith and bediefs of the Muslim people and the
Idamic culture. Even American soldiers of Mudim faith are pre-
vented from entering by orders of both the theater commander
and the regimental commander.

"A local national won't know if a soldier isa Mudim or not.
They will just seethe American flag and potentially be offended,”
said Firtko.

According to DOD officiads, if actions spesk louder than
words, then the U.S. military is going to great lengths to say that
this was a war for the people of Iraq and not against them.

Not Just Another Chapel

HOLY PLACE--- The mosque is regarded very highly by
the people of Iraq, thus U.S. forces are staying out,
respecting the people and their religon.
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Sports Wrap-Up

Heres a look at the Stanley Cup Finals
latest standings in the
world of major sports. |
Who will reign in the |smettaesimmanc
NBA? '
Who will walk away
with Sir Stanley’s
Cup?

Can the Cubs hold on
to 1st In the NL
Central?

Anaheim Mighty Ducks vs. New Jersey Devils

NASCAR Winston Cup Standings

Matt Kenseth 1799 pts.
Dale Earnhardt Jr. 1639 pts.
Jeff Gordon 1583 pts.
Kurt Busch 1575 pts.
Jimmie Johnson 1553 pts.
Bobby L abonte 1546 pts.
Michael Waltrip 1511 pts.
Kevin Harvick 1457 pts.

NN E

=1 9. Sterling Marlin 1405 pts.
1401 pts.
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The Back Page...

Calling it quits online---
Offering a smpler and cheaper
path to divorce, an ever-grow-
ing array of dot-coms, comput-
er-savvy lawyers and state
court officials are encouraging
unhappily married Americans
to arrange their breakups
online.

For fees ranging from $50
to $300 - a smal fraction of
what most lawyers charge even
for an uncontested divorce -
couples are being provided
with the appropriate forms and
varying degrees of help com-

pleting them.

The phenomenon is spread-
ing. Rival firms
CompleteCase.com and

LegalZoom.com each say they
have served 20,000 clients
nationwide in less than three
years of operation.

PA man found naked on
airplane--- A man described
as a paranoid schizophrenic
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sneaked through security at
Pittsburgh’'s airport late at night
and was found sleeping aboard
aparked commuter airplanethe
next morning, authorities said.
The airport's security chief
said he was "extremey upset”
over the weekend incident.
Louis Esquivel remained at
the Allegheny County Jail on
Wednesday in lieu of $25,000
bond, county Police
Superintendent Ken Fulton
said. He was charged with
criminal trespass, theft, receiv-
ing stolen property and unau-
thorized use of amotor vehicle.

People forced to use 'pot'
outside--- The latest news
from Amsterdam, the mecca of
marijuana users, isarea mind-
blower. Under a new ban on
smoking in public places,
Dutch coffee shops would be
allowed to continue selling
joints, but customers would
have to go outside to smoke
them.

To the chagrin of the owners
of the country's popular mari-
juana smoking establishments,
broad national health guide-
lines due to take effect next
January seem to have inadver-
tently struck at the heart of the
liberal Dutch drug policy.

The law to ban smoking in
public places is targeted at
tobacco users, not marijuana
smokers, and has met fierce
resistance from eating and
drinking establishments.

Death penalty sought in
serial killings--- Authorities
will seek the death penalty
againgt the suspect in the seria
killings of five women, accord-
ing to a prosecutor.

On Thursday, a brief hear-
ing was held for Derrick Todd
Lee over closed-circuit TV
with Leeremaining in prison; it

was not open to the public.
Judicial Commissioner Rachel
Pitcher Morgan advised Lee
that state law does not allow
bond in a death penalty case,
the judge's office said.

Neb. Senator declares war
on lowa--- A Nebraska law-
maker is so fed up with con-
dtituents crossing the state bor-
der to gamble that she pro-
posed going to war with neigh-
boring lowa.

"I've been cautioned that the
members of the Ilowa
Legidature might not take it
kindly,” said Sen. Pam Brown
of Omaha.

Brown's proposed amend-
ment read: "The sovereign
state of Nebraska declares a
state of hostility with the
sovereign state of lowa until
such atime as the state of lowa
ceases the unjust and relentless
appropriation of the resources
of the citizens of Nebraska."

A new PS/2 is coming---
Sony Corp. unveiled a
"crossover" PlayStation 2
video game console with a
built-in DVD recorder and hard
drive for storing data
Wednesday. This new concept
is part of a strategy to combine
technologies in hopes of boost-
ing the company's brand and
restoring its profitability.

The beefed-up PlayStation
2, called the PSX, will go on
sale in Japan this year and is
planned for release in the
United States and Europe early
next year, Sony executive
deputy president Ken Kutaragi
said. Herefused to giveaprice.

Rock, Paper, Scissors---
Rock smashes scissors. Paper
coversrock. Scissors cut paper.
Student insists there's a deeper
meaning.

Thomas Shaffer, who orga-
nized a rock-paper-scissors
tournament at his high school
in Elizabethtown, Penn., says
the game is based on patterns,
so the odds of winning increase
when a player better observes
his opponent.

"At first | was one of the
believers that it is a game of
luck," Shaffer said. "I'll let you
in on a little secret: Most peo-
ple open with scissors. Novice
players rarely throw the same
thing twicein arow.”

Venus triumphant at
French Open--- Venus
Williams struggled with erratic
groundstrokes and a persistent
opponent before winning the
final three games Thursday to
beat Evie Dominikovic 6-3, 4-
6, 6-2 in the second round at
the French Open.

Williams, seeded third,
committed 68 unforced errors,
lost her serve five times and
needed nearly two hours to
advance.

Dominikovic, ranked 110th,
was bidding for an upset on her
23rd hirthday.

Question of
the Week:

What Cold War-era
science fiction film
featured the 3d ACR?

Submit answers to:
RCSM Caldwell in
writing with name,
rank and section.




